
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of 
freedom, justice and peace in the world, Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and 
want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, 
as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law, Whereas it is essential to 
promote the development of friendly relations between nations, Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their 
faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined 
to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in 
cooperation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, Whereas 
a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,  Now, therefore, The 
General Assembly, Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, 
to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education 
to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective 
recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction. 
Article 1 All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one 
another in a spirit of brotherhood. Article 2 Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of 
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, 
no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, 
whether it be independent, trust, non-selfgoverning or under any other limitation of sovereignty. Article 3 Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 
security of person. Article 4 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms. Article 
5 No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Article 6 Everyone has the right to recognition 
everywhere as a person before the law. Article 7 All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the 
law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination. 
Article 8 Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by 
the constitution or by law. Article 9 No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. Article 10 Everyone is entitled in full equality 
to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge 
against him.  Article 11 1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law in 
a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence 2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of 
any act or omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a 
heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed. Article 12 No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to 
the protection of the law against such interference or attacks. Article 13 1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within 
the borders of each State. 2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country. Article 14 1. Everyone has 
the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. 2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 
arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. Article 15 1. Everyone has the right to 
a nationality. 2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied  the right to change his nationality. Article 16 1. Men and women 
of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights 
as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses. 
3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State. Article 17 1. Everyone has 
the right to own property alone as well as in association with others. 2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. Article 18 Everyone has 
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance. Article 19 Everyone 
has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. Article 20 1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly 
and association. 2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association. Article 21 1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his 
country, directly or through freely chosen representatives. 2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country. 3. The will of the 
people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal 
and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. Article 22 Everyone, as a member of society, has the 
right to social security and is entitled to realization, through national effort and international cooperation and in accordance with the organization 
and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free de velopment of his personality. 
Article 23 1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against 
unemployment. 2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.
3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 
and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection 
of his interests. Article 24 Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with 
pay. Article 25 1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and 
assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection. Article 26 1. Everyone has the right to education. 
Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional 
education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 2. Education shall be 
directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall 
promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations 
for the maintenance of peace. 3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children. Article 27 1. Everyone 
has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 2. 
Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he 
is the author. Article 28 Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can 
be fully realized. Article 29 1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his personality is possible. 
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Bus

Line No. 2: Exit 12 of Euljiro 3-ga Station (5-minute walk) or exit 5 of Euljiro 2-ga Station 

(Euljiro Underground Shopping Center (1-minute walk)

Line No. 4: Exit 10 of Myeong-dong Station (10-minute walk)

● Blue bus: 100, 1015, 140, 152, 202, 261, 470, 471, 472, 501, 701, N30 (night), N37 (night) 

● Green Bus: 7017, 7021

● Red_Express Bus: 1005-1, 1150, 5000, 5005, 5007, 5500, 5500-1, 5500-2, 7900, 8100, 

     8110, 8800, 9000, 9001, 9003, 9300, 2500, 9401

     M4101, M4102, M4108, M5107, M5115, M5121

● Airport Limousine Bus: 6001, 6015

1. Anyone can receive counseling and file a complaint.

● You can choose to either receive counseling or request an investigation 

into cases of human rights violations and discrimination.

● Anyone aware of a human rights violation can file a complaint.

2. Confidentiality of investigation.

● We ensure strict confidentiality of all complaints in accordance with 

the  「National Human Rights Commission Act.」

● For detainees in detention facilities, additional safeguards are in place; 

complaint letters cannot be opened within the facility, and tampering 

with these letters is a punishable offense under the law. 

● If detainees request an interview, an investigator from the NHRCK will 

visit them to address their concerns. 

3. The complainant is protected by the NHRCK.

● Complainants are protected by law to ensure they do not face unfair 

treatment or disadvantages for submitting statements, testimony, 

or evidence related to their complaints or during the investigation 

process.

● Any act of obstructing a detainee’s rights to file a complaint through 

abuse of authority is strictly prohibited by law.

4. You can visit regional human rights offices for counseling 
    and making a complaint.

● You can receive counseling and make a complaint though regional 

human rights offices located in Busan, Gwangju, Daegu, Daejeon, 

Gangwon(Wonju) and Jeju 

5. The NHRCK provides various options to receive 
    counseling or make a complaint.

● Counseling and complaints can be made through your preferred 

method including in person visit, phone, mail, fax, e-mail, and NHRCK 

web page.

How to Receive Counseling 
and File a Complaint 



A world of dignity for all!
NHRCK is always with you

Paris Principles
Principles Relating to the Status of National 

Institutions 

A national institution that actively 

promotes peoples’ rights and 

conducts activities to protect and 

promote human rights defined by 

the NHRCK Act

National

Institution 

dedicated to 

human rights

An independent body that does 

not belong to any of the legislative, 

judiciary, or executive branch 

of the government and ensures 

independence and pluralism in 

carrying out its duties and activities

Independent 

body

Investigates individual human rights 

violations and remedies therefor and 

recommends on matters that require 

reform or improvement including 

statutes, institutions, policies and 

practices of potential violation of 

human rights

Quasi-judicial

body

A quasi-international organization 

that assesses the compliance 

of national laws and systems to 

international human rights standards 

in collaboration with the United 

Nations and other international 

organizations. 

Quasi-

international

organization

The 「Paris Principle」 also known as a 「Principle Relating to the 

Status of National Institutions」 is a framework sets out the 

composition, status, and function of national human rights 

institutions. With the adoption of the Paris Principle by the UN 

General Assembly the national human rights Institutions began to 

be recongnized globally. 

Highlights of  「Paris Principles」

Methods of Operation         
- Freedom to address issues within its mandate. 

- Access to necessary information and documents. 

- Engage with the public, media, and NGOs for 
  advocacy and recommendations. 

Quasi-Jurisdictional Competence

- Authorized to receive, hear, and consider complaints. 

- Provides remedies for individual human rights violations. 

Pluralistic Composition
- Composed of representatives from diverse social   
   groups with expertise in human rights. 

- Reflects pluralistic and inclusive perspectives. 

Ensuring Independence
- Operates independently from government branches 
   (legislative, judiciary, executive).  

- Secured funding and infrastructure for operational stability. 

- Ensures members' independence and status.

Guarantees of Broad Competence 
- Empowered to promote, protect, and advise on human rights. 

- Collaborate with international organizations. 

- Investigate and provide remedies for violations. 
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Characteristics of 
NHRCK

Domestic
&International
Cooperation

The NHRCK collaborates with domestic and 

international civil society organizations, human rights 

defenders, the UN, and other national human rights 

institutions to identify and address human rights issues, 

support local human rights networks, and implement 

cooperative projects to promote human rights globally.

The NHRCK investigates and provides redress for 

violations of constitutional rights (Articles 10–22) by 

public institutions, addresses discriminatory acts by 

both public institutions and private entities without 

reasonable grounds, and handles cases of sexual 

harassment in workplaces and the military, as well 

as human rights violations or discrimination in the 

military.

Investigation 

&Remedy

The NHRCK investigates and researches human 

rights-related laws, policies, and practices, provides 

recommendations for improvement, offers opinions on 

human rights cases upon request by a court (including 

the Constitutional Court) or as needed, and gives views 

on treaty ratification and implementation.

Policy

The NHRCK conducts educational and promotional 

activities to enhance human rights awareness, provides 

human rights education to various sectors including 

public officials, educators, and military personnel, 

integrates human rights into school curricula, develops 

and distributes educational materials and media 

content, promotes a culture of human rights, and 

operates a human rights library.

Education 

&Promotion


